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Probate Reports Annotated: Containing Recent Cases of General Value Decided 
in the Courts of the Several States on Points of -Probate Law. With Notes 
and References. By Wm. Lawrence Clark, author of Clark on Contracts, Clark 
and Marshall on Corporations, etc. Vol. ix. Baker, Voorhis & Company, New 
York: 1905. $5.50 per volume. 

In this day when the written opinions of the courts of last resort are being 
ground out with such overwhelming rapidity, making it impossible for the 
lawyer to keep abreast with the decisions, his only refuge is to secure those 
special series of reports devoted to branches of the law in which he is specially 
interested. The Probate Reports Annotated will be a valuable addition to any 
lawyer's library, but especially to those who are engaged to any considerable 
extent in probate matters. The plan of the publishers is to issue about once a 
year contemporaneous or recent decisions of the highest courts of the different 
states of the Union upon all matters cognizable in probate courts. Each volume 
contains about one hundred recent cases in full with exhaustive notes. Volume 
9 contains the following monographic notes : 

Forty-two pages on the rights of children omitted from a will ; seven pages on 
the power of probate courts to open, correct, vacate or modify their orders, judg- 
ments or decrees ; ten pages on annuities ; three pages on post-nuptial agreements 
between husband and wife releasing the wife's dower or other interest in the 
husband's estate; two pages on attorney's fees for procuring letters of administra- 
tion ; one page on who may sue on claims due estate; five pages on the title of heirs, 
etc., and right of action in relation to real estate; fifteen pages on the adoption of 
children in relation to probate law; two pages on revocation of wills by marriage 
or birth of child; three pages on conditions in will against contest or presentation 
of claims against estate; three pages on estoppel to contest or claim against will by 
acceptance of legacy or devise ; four pages on supplying omissions in construing 
wills; two pages on release by heir of interest in estate of ancestor. 

The m«re fact that the author of Clark on Contracts is the editor of these 
notes is sufficient assurance that this series will be the production of a master of 
legal science. 

Commentaries on the Law of Torts. A Philosophic Discussion of the General 
Principles Underlying Civil Wiongs Kx Delicto by Edgar B. Kinkead.of the 
Columbus (Ohio) Bar, Professor of Law, Ohio State University, Author of 
"Kinkead's Code of Pleading," "Court Practice," "Probate Law," etc. Bancroft- 
Whitney Company, Law Publishers and Law Booksellers, SSan Francisco: 1905. 

This book is no "paste-pot and scissors" production. It is a discussion of 
principles rather than a classified collection of illustrations of the application of 
the law to particular cases. The author traces the history of legal doctrines 
touching the law of torts, giving the variations thereof according to the times 
and conditions. The book will make glad the heart of the lawyer who believes 
in going back to basal principles rather than relying on a search among the 
heterogeneous mass of cases which weary and befuddle the mind. The author 
pays Sir Frederick Pollock a compliment by declaring his work to be the most 
scientific treatise of the subject in existence. Mr. Kinkead begins with a dis- 
cussion of the general nature of tort; then follows a classification of rights vio- 
lated; next is considered liability of persons; the right of personal security by 
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force and without force; specific wrongs to relative rights, common law and 
statutory; specific wrongs to relative rights and personal property with force and 
without force. The work is designed as a discussion of the general principles — 
the reasoning, history, and logic of the law of torts — and as such we predict that 
it will win its way into general use. 



The Law of Instructions to Juries in Civil and Criminal Actions and Approved 
Forms with References to Analogous Precedents. By Charles Hughes, of the 
Chicago Bar. Ex-State's Attorney. The Bobbs-Merrill Company. Indianapolis: 
1905. 

This is a practical work for practical lawyers. The first 364 pages are taken 
up with a discussion of general principles governing instructions to juries, while 
the remaining half of the work contains approved forms, nearly all of which 
have been passed upon by courts of last resort. While the varying circumstances 
of each case and the different rules of law prevailing in the several States make 
it unsafe for the practitioner blindly tQ use any form book of instructions, yet 
it is undoubtedly true that such works are not only time-savers, but frequently 
throw a flood of light on the case for which the lawyer is preparing his instruc- 
tions. That practitioner is wise who surrounds himself with books of this 
character, for few there are which are more helpful in time of need. 



The Federal Statutes Annotated. Containing all the laws of the United States 
of a General and Permanent Nature in force on the first day of January, 1903. 
Compiled under the editorial supervision of William M. McKlnney, editor of 
the Encyclopedia of Pleading and Practice, and Peter Kemper. Jr. Vol. VII. 
Edward Thompson Company, Northport, Long Island. New York: 1905. 

We delight in the completion of this, useful work. Though there will prob- 
bably follow an index and a supplement, this volume completes the alphabet, 
dealing with titles from Searches to Yachts. The first important subject treated 
is Shipping and Navigation. Trade Marks, Combinations and Trusts, and Wit- 
nesses are other subjects which are in frequent use. A large part of the volume 
is taken up with the subjects of Treaties and Military Establishments. 

We congratulate the Edward Thompson Company on having issued the most 
complete and useful compilation of Federal Statutes ever published. The plan 
of publishing the statutes followed immediately by the construction placed on 
the same by the courts has come to stay, and no lawyer who has ever used such a 
collection of statutes will ever be content in using a work which simply collects 
the statutes and leaves the practitioner to look elsewhere to find the construction 
placed upon them by the courts. Such construction is practically a part of the 
statute. A lawyer cannot know a statute without knowing what the courts have 
said about it. Hence, the great utility of Federal Statutes Annotated. 



The American State Reports. Containing the cases of General Value and Au- 
thority subsequent to those contained in the "American Decisions" and the 
"American Reports," decided in the Courts of Last Resort of the Several Slates. 
Selected, reported and annotated by A. C. Freeman. Volume 103. Bancroft 
Whitney Company, Law Publishers and Law Booksellers, San Francisco: 
1905. 

Again we have the pleasure of welcoming another volume of this indispen- 
sable series of reports. In it will be found the cream of recent case law. The volume 
contains the following valuable monographic notes: Boycotting; Certiorari — 



